
BC Commercial Salmon Fisheries
A 70 Year Economic Perspective

Landed Value (2020$) and Landings (Tonnes) of Pacific Salmon by Species 
1952 to 2020

Average Landed Value per Kilogram by Pacific Salmon Species 
1952 to 2020 (2020$)

 -

 30K

 60K

 90K

 120K

$0

$100K

$200K

$300K

$400K

To
ta

l L
an

d
in

g
s 

(T
o

nn
es

)

La
nd

ed
 V

al
ue

 (
'0

0
0

s 
o

f 
20

20
$)

19
52

19
56

19
60

19
64

19
68

19
72

19
76

19
80

19
84

19
88

19
92

19
96

20
00

20
04

20
08

20
12

20
16

20
20

$0

$4

$8

$12

$16

P
ri

ce
 p

er
 L

an
d

ed
 K

ilo
g

ra
m

 
(2

0
20

$/
kg

)

19
52

19
56

19
60

19
64

19
68

19
72

19
76

19
80

19
84

19
88

19
92

19
96

20
00

20
04

20
08

20
12

20
16

20
20

Sources:
1952 to 1995 data is taken directly from https://www.pac.dfo-mpo.gc.ca/stats/comm/ann/index-eng.html;
Data for 1996-2020 taken from DFO Internal Data

Sockeye 
abundant years 
have been more 

pronounced 
recently

From 1952 to 1997, the average annual landed 
value of Pacific salmon was $306M.

Average prices of all species 
tended to be higher between 
1970-1990 than other years.

Total landed value fell by 94% 
between 1988 and 1999

There were large increases in the 
average price of Chinook between 1952 
and 1979 and between 1993 and 2020.

The average price of Pink decreased 
between 1980 and 2005. It has since made a 
slight resurgence with the 2020 average price 
of Pink at 38% of that of 1980.

Since 1998, the average annual landed value of Pacific 
salmon has been $58M, or roughly 19% of pre 1998 levels.

Average annual landed value between 2015 
and 2020 was 15% of pre 1998 levels.
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