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ISSUED TO: 

«LICENCE_HOLDER» 

«CORPORATION ADDRESS» 

 

 

This licence is issued under the authority of the Fisheries Act and confers, subject to provisions of the 

Fisheries Act and Regulations made there under, the authority to carry out aquaculture activities 

including cultivation and Harvest of fish and prescribed activities under the conditions included herein 

and/or attached hereto. 

 

It is the responsibility of the Licence Holder to obtain all other forms of authorization from federal or 

provincial agencies that may have jurisdiction for marine finfish aquaculture Facilities. As well, it is 

the Licence Holder's responsibility to be informed of, and comply with, the Fisheries Act and the 

regulations made there under, in addition to these conditions.  

 

 

The above Licence Holder is authorized by this licence to carry out aquaculture activities at the 

following location and for the following species: 

 

Facility Reference 

Number 

Location and Legal Description 

«REFERENCENUMBER» «SITECOMMONNAME» 

«LEGALDESCRIPTION» 

«LANDFILENUMBER» 

«PFMA» 

«AQUACULTURE MANAGEMENT ZONE» 

 

 

 Licensed Species 

1 «SPECIES_1» 

 

Maximum Allowable Peak Biomass (Tonnes):   
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Site specific conditions: 

 

«Section_B_Comment_1» 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Required Record Keeping and Reporting: Details are contained within the attached conditions of 

this licence.  

 

Compliance Advisory: No person carrying out any activity under the authority of this licence must 

contravene or fail to comply with any condition of this licence. 

 

The Licence Holder is legally required to ensure that annual fees for this licence are paid each year not 

later than the anniversary date of this licence.  The annual licence fee must be calculated as set out in 

section 3 of the Pacific Aquaculture Regulations.  
 

A copy of this licence must be kept on site at the licensed Facility and be available for inspection by a 

Fishery Officer or Fishery Guardian. 

 

This licence includes further conditions that are included herein and/or attached hereto.  These 

conditions form part of the licence and may not be removed. 
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PART A.  Definitions 

 “Acoustical Deterrent” means a device that is used underwater and is intended to generate an aversive 

response in Marine Mammals and could cause harm, which includes but is not limited to: explosives, 

incendiary devices, and electronic sound recordings. 

“Active Facilities” means Facilities that have live cultivated fish on site. For sea lice purposes: 

Facilities that have had fish on site for more than 30 Days.  

“All Pen Counting Event” means the physical counting and recording of sea lice on farmed salmon 

from all stocked containment structures as outlined in Appendix 13; counts must be completed within a 

seven Day period. 

 “Attestation” means a written declaration made by a Qualified Individual who bears witness to, 

confirms, or authenticates. 

 “Biofouling” means the organisms that attach and/or live on nets and other farm structures (excluding 

herring spawn). 

“Broodstock” means fish used to generate gametes. 

“Containment Structures” means net pens, bag cages, tanks, and similar structures used to contain 

finfish for the purposes of aquaculture. 

“Containment Structure Array” means a group of Containment Structures physically attached to each 

other, or in the case of circular structures, up to a maximum of 60 m apart. 

“Counting Event” means the physical counting and recording of sea lice on farmed salmon from a 

minimum of three stocked containment structures as outlined in Appendix 13. For sites with fewer than 

three stocked pens, all pens must be counted. Counts must be completed within a five Day period. 

“Day” means the period of elapsed time, using Pacific Time that begins at midnight and ends 24 hours 

later at the next midnight. 

“Debris” refers to any persistent solid material that is manufactured or processed and directly or 

indirectly, intentionally or unintentionally, deposited into the marine environment. 

“Department” means Fisheries and Oceans Canada. 

“Disease” means an abnormality of structure or function which results in a measureable compromise in 

physiological or behavioural performance of the individual, which is not a direct result of injury and 

can be caused by a suite of infectious, non-infectious, and inherent factors. Specifically:  

“Infectious Disease” means a Disease caused by the invasion and growth of a microorganism in 

or on a fish in such a way that it affects the form or function of that fish. 

“Environmental Data” means dissolved oxygen levels, water temperature, plankton species and counts, 

salinity, turbidity, and other relevant data as requested by the Department. 



5 

 

“Evidence of Escape” includes, but is not limited to, any visual or physical evidence that demonstrates 

a release of cultivated fish from the Facility, including unexplained declines in feed demand or 

inventory discrepancies. 

“Facility” means the collective structures used for the purposes of aquaculture, including but not 

limited to, net pens, walkways, barges, floats and living accommodations, plus associated lines and 

anchors. 

“Fallow” means zero cultivated fish at the Facility. 

“Fish Health Event (FHE)” means a suspected or confirmed Disease occurrence within an aquaculture 

Facility that requires the involvement of a veterinarian and implementation of mitigation to reduce 

associated impact(s) or risk(s). Actions/mitigation could include: treatment(s), targeted sampling, site 

quarantine, enhanced biosecurity, or culling to control suspected or confirmed Disease. 

“Fish Health Staff” means the designated personnel, with veterinary oversight, responsible for: 

identifying, managing, and minimizing the impact of health risk factors, making health-related 

decisions, and routine monitoring of health, lice and Disease parameters. 

“Fresh Silver Mortalities” means recently dead fish from the facility population that may or may not 

have outward signs suggestive of Disease. These fish most reflect the living production population. 

“Gross Signs of Jaundice” means yellow discolouration of the skin for any physiological reason. 

“Handling Event” means any onsite activities that include the physical handling, crowding, or 

capturing of fish by nets or other means. 

“Harmful Debris” refers to any Debris that may cause harm to fish and fish habitat. 

“Harvest” means removal of live cultivated fish for market. 

“Harvest/Transfer Pens” means pens that are secured for less than 90 Days to the main cage array for 

the purpose of feeding, handling, holding, Harvesting or moving fish. 

“High Slack Tide” means the time when high tide has been reached, and water movement has ceased 

temporarily before starting to recede. 

“Incidental Catch” means any wild finfish (excluding sharks) from within the Facility caught during 

Harvest, Handling Events, movement of fish between Facilities, or net removal. 

“Licence Holder” means the individual or corporation listed on the face of this licence. 

“Marine Mammal” means cetaceans, pinnipeds, and sea otters. 

“Megafauna” means Marine Mammals, turtles, and sharks. 

“Mortalities” means cultivated fish that have died at the Facility but does not include fish killed for the 

purpose of Harvest. 

“Mortality Event” means:  
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(a) fish Mortalities or losses reaching 1% of the current Stock Inventory, within a 24 hour 

period; or 

(b) fish Mortalities or losses reaching 2.5% of current Stock Inventory, within a five Day 

period.  

“Pathogen” means a bacterium, virus, or other microorganism that can cause Disease.  

“Peak Biomass” means the maximum biomass of cultivated finfish within a Facility during a 

Production Cycle. 

“Production Cycle” means: 

(a) the period of time from stocking the Containment Structures to the time of Harvest or 

removal of all finfish; or 

(b) for Facilities containing only Broodstock, the period of time immediately after a Peak 

Biomass up to and including the next Peak Biomass. 

“Production Site” means a Facility where fish of the same age class are entered at the same time, 

grown, and Harvested until the site is empty.  Some may also have Broodstock kept continuously on 

site in dedicated pen(s) for breeding purposes. 

“Qualified Individual” means an individual employed by or contracted by an aquaculture corporation 

who possesses a combination of knowledge, expertise and experience necessary to complete a task.  

“Recurring Fish Health Event” means any Fish Health Event which has previously been reported on a 

farm in that Production Cycle but more than 30 Days have passed since the last reporting. 

“Resolved” means cultivated Mortalities no longer trigger the Mortality Event thresholds, as described 

in the Mortality Event definition above, for 10 consecutive Days.  

“Sea Lice Mitigation” means measures such as, but not limited to: use of in-feed therapeutants, bath 

treatments, mechanical equipment, or harvest to decrease or eliminate sea lice. 

 “Stock Inventory” means the number of cultivated fish within a Facility. 

“Tonnes(t)” means 1,000kg. 

“Transfer” means the movement of live fish to or from a licensed marine Facility. 

“Treatment Efficacy” means the percentage change from pre- to post-treatment sea lice abundances. 

This is measured by comparing the most proximal pre-treatment All Pen Counting Event to any All Pen 

Counting Event between 21 and 42 Days post-treatment for in-feed treatments, or seven Days for all 

other treatment methods. 

 “Upon Discovery” means the date and time something was discovered.  For sea lice threshold 

exceedance, it means the last Day of a Counting Event or All Pen Counting Event. 
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“Wild Mortalities” means non-cultivated fish that have died within the Containment Structure Array 

but does not include Incidental Catch.  
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PART B.  Finfish Condition of Licence 

 

1. Administrative Matters 
 

1.1 Unless otherwise noted under specific conditions of this licence, the Licence Holder must keep 

all records required by these conditions in the following manner: 

(a) with respect to duration: 

(i) at this Facility for the duration of the Production Cycle; and 

(ii) in a suitable location: at this Facility, in a corporate office, or other 

accessible storage off-site, for a minimum of four additional years; and 

(b) accessible, legible, and protected from damage; and 

(c) in either electronic or paper versions; and 

(d) must be made available for review upon request by personnel with authority 

delegated by the Department.  

 

1.2 Unless otherwise noted under specific licence conditions, all plans, reports and submissions 

required by this licence must be submitted to the Department as follows: 

(a) DFO.AquacultureGeneral-AquacultureenGeneral.MPO@dfo-mpo.gc.ca for reports 

required from Sections 2, 4, 7, 8, 9,  and 12 of this licence; 

DFO.AquacultureFishHealth-AquacultureSantedespoisson.MPO@dfo-mpo.gc.ca  

for all reports required from Sections 5 and 6  licence; 

DFO.PACAASR-RSAAPAC.MPO@dfo-mpo.gc.ca for all reports required from 

Section 11 of this licence. 

 

1.3 All management plans required by this licence must available on site for staff to be aware of and 

implement. Submission timelines for any management plan must be followed as per conditions 

below. 

 

1.4 Where a gap exists between the licence issuance date and the management plan submission date, 

the management plan on file from the previous licensing period will remain valid.  

 

2. Production 

 

2.1 The Peak Biomass of cultivated fish within an authorized Containment Structure Array must not 

exceed the Maximum Allowable Peak Biomass amount set out on the face of this licence. 

 

2.2 The Licence Holder must report Peak Biomass information as follows: 

(a) for Production Sites, when the Facility reaches Peak Biomass during a Production 

Cycle, the Licence Holder must submit to the Department notification of the actual 

date and tonnage of the Peak Biomass event, on the 15th of the following month as 

defined in Appendix 1.  

 

mailto:DFO.AquacultureGeneral-AquacultureenGeneral.MPO@dfo-mpo.gc.ca
mailto:DFO.AquacultureFishHealth-AquacultureSantedespoisson.MPO@dfo-mpo.gc.ca
mailto:DFO.PACAASR-RSAAPAC.MPO@dfo-mpo.gc.ca
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(b) for Facilities with fish continuously on site, the Licence Holder must submit to the 

Department, no later than January 15th of each year for the term of this licence, 

notification of the actual date and tonnage of the Peak Biomass event from the 

previous calendar year, as defined in Appendix 1.  

 

2.3 The Licence Holder must submit to the Department, starting July 15, 2022 and monthly on the 

15th of each month thereafter for the term of this licence, up to a 14-month rolling inventory plan 

for all cultivated species as defined in Appendix 1: 

(a) one month of the plan must reflect the calculated inventory and biomass at this 

Facility for the previous month; 

(b) the next six months must be the projected inventory and biomass; and 

(c) this plan will include data when the facility is Fallow; and  

(d) on May 15thof each year for the term of this licence, the remaining eight months 

must be projected Active/Fallow status. 

 

 

2.4 The Licence Holder must submit to the Department starting July 15, 2023 and monthly on the 

15th of each month thereafter for the term of this licence, Transfers to and from this Facility, 

including: 

(a) actual Transfers for the previous month, as defined in Appendix 2; and  

(b) projected Transfers for the next six months, as defined in Appendix 1; and  

(c) this reporting is required only if Transfers occurred or are projected to occur. 

 

2.5 The Licence Holder must complete the Population Harvest Declaration Form as set out in 

Appendix 3 which must accompany the Harvested fish and be provided to the processor. 

 

3. Transfer of Fish  

 

3.1 The Licence Holder must apply to the BC Introductions and Transfers (IT) Committee to obtain a 

licence to Transfer live fish. 

 

3.2 All IT licences issued to the Licence Holder, issued for this facility must: 

(a) be adhered to; and 

(b) be kept along with the health Attestation signed by the Licence Holder’s 

veterinarian, at this Facility and available for inspection by a Fishery Officer or 

Guardian while those fish are kept on site.  

 

4. Containment Structure Array Requirements 

 

4.1 The Licence Holder must comply with the Containment Structure Array Plan(s) attached to this 

licence with respect to location and Containment Structures. The number of Containment 
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Structures at the Facility may be less than that in the Containment Structure Array Plan(s) but 

must not exceed it. 

 

4.2 If the Containment Structure Array is anchored for the first time or re-anchored, the Licence 

Holder must submit to the Department, prior to Transferring fish to this Facility, or within 30 

Days if fish are already on site: 

(a) a Qualified Individual(s) confirming that the Facility infrastructure is installed in 

such a way and using such equipment as to withstand the oceanographic and 

meteorological conditions of the licensed location; and 

(b) an accurate Containment Structure Array Plan including locational information (+/-

10m) for each corner of the Containment Structure Array at High Slack Tide, and 

cage number. 

 

4.3 The Licence Holder must also ensure Attestations, as per 4.2(a) are submitted regularly to the 

Department even if no re-anchroing has occurred; Attestations on file must be less than 4 years 

old.   

 

4.4 The Licence Holder must notify the Department when planning to change from one approved 

Containment Structure Array to another 10 days prior to Transferring fish to this Facility. 

 

4.5 Harvest/Transfer Pens may be used in the same location for up to 90 Days. The Licence Holder 

must ensure that: 

(a) Harvest/Transfer Pens remain empty or in an alternate location for the equivalent 

time that they are in operation; and 

(b) Facility records of Harvest/Transfer Pen usage are maintained and available upon 

request of the Fishery Officer or Fishery Guardian. These records must include 

location, start and end dates of Harvest/Transfer Pen use. 

 

5. Fish Health 

 

5.1 The Licence Holder must develop and comply with a Health Management Plan (HMP), as set out 

in Appendix 4, and submit the complete HMP to the Department by October 15th of each year, 

with modified sections identified.  

 

5.2 The Licence Holder must develop and comply with proprietary Health Management Standard 

Operating Procedures (HMSOPs), as set out in Appendix 4, and submit the complete HMSOPs to 

the Department by October 15th of each year, with modified sections identified. 

 

5.3 If the Facility is assigned to an Area Management Zone, listed on the face of this licence, the 

other Facilities within the same zone must be considered as outlined in the Appendix 4. 

 

5.4 The Licence Holder must keep Records as per section 1.1, including: 

(a) stocking, production, and harvest information; and 

(b) the information set out in Appendix 5; and 
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(c) the use of all therapeutants, pest control products, and anaesthetics as set out in 

Appendix 6. 

 

5.5 All Containment Structures must be routinely inspected for mortalities, carcasses removed and 

classified, and records maintained: 

(a) a minimum of once every seven Days, and more often if mortality is: 

(i)  associated with a Fish Health Event, 

(ii)  a Mortality Event is occurring, or  

(iii) if imminent structural failures may occur. 

 

5.6 Should a Mortality Event occur, the Licence Holder must: 

(a) notify the Department as defined in Appendix 7 within two Days Upon Discovery, 

ensuring carcass numbers are assigned to the date they are recovered, rather than 

averaged out over previous Days; and 

(b) report all Mortality Events occurring during Transfers as occurring at the destination 

Facility; and 

(c) following the initial Mortality Event, complete consecutive 10 Day follow up reports 

until the Mortality Event is Resolved. Each report must be submitted within three 

Days of the final Day of that report; and 

(d) if it is suspected that a Mortality Event has occurred and mortality retrieval was not 

possible, the Licence Holder must still submit a Mortality Event Report with 

supporting rationale as to why the retrieval did not occur; and 

(e) retain all supporting documentation for the Mortality Event that clarifies the primary 

and any other contributing factor(s) and with the first 10 Day follow up report 

pursuant to Section 5.6 (c), the Licence Holder must submit to the Department:  

(i) Environmental Data for seven Days leading up to and during the event; and  

(ii) Any laboratory results related to the Mortality Event. 

 

5.7 Should a Fish Health Event occur, the Licence Holder must: 

(a) take immediate action to manage the Fish Health Event by implementing response 

procedures to minimize the potential spread of Pathogens if an Infectious Disease is 

suspected or diagnosed; and 

(b) submit a Fish Health Event notification to the Department within seven Days 

following initiation of mitigation as defined in Appendix 8; and 

(c) submit a separate Fish Health Event notification for each concurrent Disease; and 

(d) undertake follow up measures to evaluate the Fish Health Event and the efficacy of 

the mitigation measures taken; and 

(e) submit to the Department the therapeutant management measures as set out in 

Appendix 9; and 
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(f) must retain all supporting documentation for the Fish Health Event that clarifies the 

primary and any other contributing factor(s) and make available to the Department 

upon request:  

(i) Environmental Data for seven Days leading up to and during the event; and 

(ii)  any laboratory results related to the Fish Health Event. 

 

5.8 For Facilities growing Atlantic salmon (Salmo salar), the Licence Holder must investigate any 

abnormal and sustained increase in mortality following a known stressful event and: 

(a) notify the Department within seven Days Upon Discovery as defined in Appendix 

10; and 

(b) collect 10 Fresh Silver Mortalities representing the fish with the elevated mortality 

for diagnostic testing at the direction of the Department; and 

(c) submit to the Department this follow-up information as it becomes available: 

(i) Environmental Data for seven Days leading up to and during the event; and 

(ii) any laboratory results that were requested by the veterinarian; and 

(iii) all supporting documentation that clarifies the primary and any other 

contributing factor of the increased mortality. 

 

5.9 For Facilities growing Pacific salmon, the Licence Holder must: 

(a) record all Mortalities that exhibit Gross Signs of Jaundice; and  

(b) notify the Department within seven Days when Mortalities exhibit Gross Signs of 

Jaundice in greater than or equal to 0.03% of the Stock Inventory within a one-week 

time period the first time it occurs in a Production Cycle as defined in Appendix 10 

and: 

(i) take a sample of 10 Fresh Silver Mortalities, of which half (if available) must 

show Gross Signs of Jaundice; and 

(ii) submit these fish for diagnostic testing at the direction of the Department; 

and 

(iii)submit the results of the diagnostic testing to the Department as soon as they 

are available. 

 

5.10 Starting July 15, 2022 and quarterly thereafter for the term of this licence, the Licence Holder 

must maintain and submit to the Department, records of Mortality by Category for all cultivated 

Mortalities collected during routine carcass recovery at all Active Facilities, as per HMP and as 

defined in Appendix 9. 

 

5.11 The Licence Holder must ensure that Fish Health Event and carcass assessment records are 

reviewed by the Licence Holder’s veterinarian and/or Fish Health Staff to assess patterns in fish 

health and to facilitate reporting of Fish Health Events as per Section 5.7 and Mortality by 

Category as per section 5.10. 
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6. Sea Lice Management for Licence Holders Culturing Salmonids 

 

6.1 Licence Holders must develop and comply with a Sea Lice Management Plan (SLMP) as set out 

in Appendix 11, and submit the complete SLMP, with modified sections identified to the 

Department by October 15th of each year. 

 

6.2 For Active Facilities growing Pacific salmon, the Licence Holder must: 

(a) conduct sea lice monitoring during fish Handling Events at least quarterly; and 

(b) make sea lice count data available for review by the Department upon request; and 

(c) notify the Department within three Days Upon Discovery, as defined in Appendix 

12, if an average of 3.0 motile Lepeophtheirus salmonis sea lice per fish is met or 

exceeded. 

 

6.3 For Active Facilities growing Atlantic salmon, the Licence Holder must conduct sea lice 

monitoring following protocols in Appendix 13, and report to the Department as described in 

Sections 6.4 - 6.13. Sections 6.4-6.13 are not applicable to Active Facilities growing Pacific 

salmon.  

 

6.4 The Licence Holder must follow all area-based and site-specific sea lice monitoring windows 

listed in this licence. If those do not exist, the following dates will apply: 

(a) Non-migration window: July 1 – January 31; 

(b) Pre-migration window: February 1 – February 29; 

(c) Out-migration window: March 1 – June 30. 

 

6.5 The Licence Holder must follow all area-based and site-specific sea lice thresholds prescribed in 

this licence. If those do not exist, the following sea lice threshold will apply: 

(a) sea lice by fish threshold: an average of 3.0 motile Lepeophtheirus salmonis. 

 

6.6 During the Non-migration window, the Licence Holder must: 

(a) conduct a Counting Event once per month and submit the results to the Department 

by the 15th of the following month, as defined in Appendix 14; and 

(b) Upon Discovery of threshold 6.5(a) being met or exceeded, the Licence Holder 

must: 

(i) notify the Department within three Days as defined in Appendix 12; and 

(ii) conduct Counting Events every two weeks thereafter so long as the 

exceedance continues and submit the results to the Department within three 

Days of each Counting Event, as defined in Appendix 12. 

6.7 During the Pre-migration window, the Licence Holder must: 

(a) conduct Counting Events biweekly; and  

(b) Upon Discovery of threshold 6.5(a) being met or exceeded, the Licence Holder 

must: 
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(i) notify the Department within three Days, and describe the Sea Lice 

Mitigation measures that will be taken to ensure that the sea lice levels are 

below threshold by the start of the Out-migration Window; and 

(ii)  conduct an All Pen Counting Event within seven Days Upon Discovery; and 

(c) submit the results of (a) and (b) to the Department within three Days of each 

Counting Event and All Pen Counting Event as defined in Appendix 12. 

6.8 The Licence Holder must ensure that sea lice numbers are below threshold 6.5(a) at the time of 

the first All Pen Counting Event of the Out-migration window, unless the Department confirms 

that the Licence Holder is unable to conduct a Handling Event for the purposes of counting or 

treating fish due to conditions outlined in Section 6.11(a). 

 

6.9 During the Out-migration window, the Licence Holder must: 

(a) initiate and complete an All Pen Counting Event within the first seven Days of the 

window and submit the results to the Department within three Days as defined in 

Appendix 12; and 

(b) conduct Counting Events every two weeks thereafter, and submit the results to the 

Department by the 15th of the following month, as defined in Appendix 14; and 

(c) Upon Discovery of threshold 6.5(a) being met or exceeded, the Licence Holder 

must: 

(i) conduct an All Pen Counting Event within seven Days Upon Discovery, and 

every two weeks thereafter so long as the exceedance continues; and 

(ii) describe the planned Sea Lice Mitigation measures to reduce sea lice 

abundance  as per 6.9(d) and submit with the initial exceedance report; and  

(iii) submit the results of each All Pen Counting Event to the Department within 

three Days as defined in Appendix 12; and 

(d) the Licence Holder must bring the sea lice levels below the threshold set in 6.5(a) 

within 42 Days Upon Discovery of an exceedance. 

 

6.10 At any time of the year, if Sea Lice Mitigation measures are undertaken, the Licence Holder 

must: 

(a) submit a Sea Lice Mitigation notification to the Department within the seven Days 

following the initiation of mitigation, as defined in Appendix 8; and 

(b) complete an All Pen Counting Event within seven days prior to the Sea Lice 

Mitigation measure; and  

(c) conduct Counting Events following in-feed Sea Lice Mitigation as follows:  

(i) every two weeks following the completion of treatment until 6.10 (c)(ii) is 

met; and 

(ii) within 42 Days from the completion of treatment, conduct an All Pen 

Counting Event once sea lice abundance is under threshold and a Treatment 

Efficacy of at least 60% is met; and 
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(d) conduct an All Pen Counting Event within seven Days of all other non in-feed Sea 

Lice Mitigation measures; and 

(e) submit the results of (b), (c) and (d) to the Department within three Days as defined 

in Appendix 12; and 

(f) assess Treatment Efficacy for all Sea Lice Mitigation measures as per section 6.12, 

and provide supporting documentation upon request. 

 

6.11 The Licence Holder: 

(a) is not required to conduct a Handling Event for the purpose of counting or treating 

sea lice in an individual Containment Structure if: 

(i) the Containment Structure(s) will undergo Harvest within the next 10 Days; 

or 

(ii) fish are being medicated or otherwise managed for a Fish Health Event 

which precludes handling; or 

(iii) the site is experiencing a measurable environmental issue that would 

reasonably lead to elevated fish stress and mortality; or  

(iv)  if it is not an Active Facility; or 

(v) written approval was sought and received from the Department’s veterinarian 

for reasons other than prescribed in 6.11(a)(i), (ii), (iii), and (iv); and 

(b) must note if any Containment Structure(s) were missed in a required Counting Event 

or All Pen Counting Event for the reasons set out in 6.11(a) in the required reporting 

to the Department; and 

(c) must notify the Department if an entire Counting Event or All Pen Counting Event 

could not occur for the reasons set out in 6.11(a) within three Days Upon Discovery; 

and 

(d) with that notification, provide the Department with all supporting information 

associated with the reasons set out in 6.11(a) including a harvest or transfer plan, 

Fish Health Event data, or Environmental Data as appropriate; and 

(e) once the reason set out in 6.11(a) has been resolved, sea lice counting and 

management must be resumed as per licence conditions. 

 

6.12 If a sea lice Treatment Efficacy is determined to be less than 60% for in-feed therapeutant and 

bath Sea Lice Mitigations, the Licence Holder is prohibited from further use of that Sea Lice 

Mitigation measure at the Facility during the current production cycle without prior written 

approval from the Department. 

 

6.13 The Licence Holder must ensure that all mechanical treatment options have technology in place 

to capture sea lice, and sea lice removed via mechanical treatment must not be returned to the 

marine environment. 

 

6.14 For Active Facilities growing Atlantic salmon, Licence Holders are required to monitor wild 

salmon for sea lice as per the direction of the Department. All data from sea lice monitoring on 
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wild salmon, including that conducted under a Fishery (General) Regulations Section 52 

scientific permit, must be submitted to the Department as follows: 

 

(a) on November 15th of each year, the data collected during the period of August 1st  of 

the previous year to July 31st of the reporting year; and  

(b) be made available upon request of a Fishery Officer or Fishery Guardian. 

 

7. Escape Prevention, Reporting and Response 

 

7.1 The Licence Holder must have in place and follow an Escape Prevention and Response 

Management Plan (EPRMP), including all elements outlined in Appendix 15 to prevent the 

escape of cultivated fish,  and submit the complete EPRMP, with modified sections identified to 

the Department by October 15th of each year.  

 

7.2 If an escape or a suspected escape of cultivated fish from the Containment Structure Array 

occurs, the Licence Holder must take immediate action to prevent further escapes. 

 

7.3 The Licence Holder must notify the Department of any escape or Evidence of Escape of 

cultivated fish from this Facility within 24 hours Upon Discovery as defined in Appendix 16. 

 

7.4 The Licence Holder must submit to the Department a complete follow-up report, as defined in 

Appendix 16, not later than seven Days after the escape or suspected escape. 

 

8. Interactions with Wild Fish and Megafauna 

 

8.1 The Licence Holder must design and use nets and equipment and conduct operations in a manner 

that causes the least amount of harm to Incidental Catch or the residence of the individuals of any 

species listed as threatened or endangered under the Species at Risk Act or its critical habitat, and 

does not jeopardize the survival and recovery of these species.   

 

8.2 The Licence Holder must: 

 

(a) have mitigation in place to sort farmed fish from wild fish during Transfer between 

Facilities, Harvest, and net removal, and take reasonable efforts to minimize the 

Transfer of wild fish between Facilities and to processing plants; 

(b) take all reasonable measures to avoid treating wild fish during Handling Events 

specific to Sea Lice Mitigation; and 

(i) specify those measures in the Sea Lice Managent Plan; and 

(ii) stop the operation and employ alternative measures before treatment 

resumes if those measures do not perform as intended; and 

(iii) report the occurrence to the Department within three days.  
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8.3 Unless otherwise directed by the Canadian Food Inspection Agency or the Department, the 

Licence Holder must ensure that any live Incidental Catch are immediately returned to waters 

outside the aquaculture Facility in a manner that causes the least harm. 

 

8.4 The Licence Holder must retain all dead Incidental Catch and dispose of them in the same manner 

that cultivated stock carcasses are disposed of, as set out in the HMP. 

 

8.5 The Licence Holder must maintain Incidental Catch, Wild Mortality and herring spawn records as 

defined in Appendix 17 and must submit to the Department in the following manner: 

(a) starting on April 15th and quarterly thereafter on July 15th, October 15th, and January 

15th ; and  

(b) submitting the last quarterly report for each production cycle after the Containment 

Structures are removed; and 

(c) Using the appropriate template. 

 

8.6 The Licence Holder must have in place and follow a Megafauna Interaction Management Plan 

(MIMP) that includes all the elements of Appendix 18 and submit the complete MIMP, with 

modified sections identified to the Department by October 15th of each year.  

 

8.7 When the licence holder uses Megafauna deterrents, they must: 

(a) only use deterrents approved by the department; and 

(b) only use deterrents listed in the facility’s Megafauna Interaction Management Plan; 

and 

(c) use deterrents in accordance with Appendix 19; and 

(d) not use Acoustical Deterrents. 

 

8.8 Upon Discovery of live entangled or entrapped Megafauna within the farm’s infrastructure, the 

Licence Holder must: 

(a) make all reasonable attempts to free the animal with least harm if it is a pinniped, 

sea otter, turtle (see also 8.8c) or cetacean smaller than 2m in length; and 

(b) make all reasonable attempts to free the animal with least harm, including following 

guidance in the Code of Conduct for Shark Encounters and the Code of Conduct for 

Basking Sharks Encounters, if it is a shark; and 

(c) contact the Department’s Observe, Record, Report (ORR) number (1-800-465-

4336) if it is a cetacean greater than 2m in length or a leatherback turtle; identifying 

the Facility, location, species, situational details, and call-back information and wait 

to receive explicit guidance from the Department before attempting to release the 

animal; and 

(d) farm personnel must collect photographs or video of entangled or entrapped 

Megafauna, excluding harbour seals and California sea lions, for submission to the 

Department. 
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8.9 Upon Discovery of dead entangled or entrapped Megafauna within the farm’s infrastructure, the 

Licence Holder must: 

(a) dispose of pinnipeds following all municipal, regional, provincial, and federal 

government legislation; and 

(b) seek advice from the Department within 24 hours Upon Discovery on what to do 

with the animal if it is a sea otter, turtle, shark, or cetacean smaller than 2m in 

length; and 

(c) immediately contact the Department’s ORR number (1-800-465-4336) if it is a 

cetacean greater than 2m in length; identifying the Facility, location, species, 

situational details, and call-back information. Do not move the animal before 

receiving explicit advice from the Department unless there is an immediate risk to 

human safety or of harm to the infrastructure that could result in a significant fish 

escape event; and 

(d) collect photographs or video of entangled or entrapped Megafauna, excluding 

harbour seals and California sea lions, for submission to the Department. 

 

8.10 The Licence Holder must immediately record on-site and then notify the Department in writing of 

any Megafauna drowning, entrapment or entanglement (live or dead) not later than 24 hours 

Upon Discovery, in addition to any specific requirements set out above in Section 8.8 and 8.9.  

The notification must include the date and time of discovery and as much of the detail set out in 

Appendix 20 as possible. 

 

8.11 Not later than seven Days after the initial notification pursuant to Section 8.10, the Licence 

Holder must submit to the Department a complete follow-up report of any Megafauna drowning, 

entrapment or entanglement (live or dead), as defined in Appendix 20. 

 

8.12 In the event that deterrent efforts fail, the Licence Holder must contact the Department if there are 

any Marine Mammals that represent an imminent risk to human safety or harm to the 

infrastructure that could result in a significant fish escape event, in order to receive guidance on 

how to manage the situation. 

 

9. Protection of Fish Habitat 

 

9.1 The installation and removal of this operation is authorized under section 35(2)(a) of the 

Fisheries Act.  

 

9.2 The Licence Holder must maintain records at this Facility of in-water net cleaning for the 

purposes of Biofouling removal, as set out in Appendix 21. 

 

9.3 The Licence Holder must ensure that only anchoring equipment is in contact with the sea bed. 

 

9.4 The Licence Holder must collect and retain, with minimal leakage, blood generated during 

Harvest and dispose of it at a licensed processing facility. 
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9.5 The Licence Holder must ensure all Debris generated or used at this Facility is collected or 

treated and disposed of in accordance with applicable Federal, Provincial, and Municipal 

legislation. 

 

9.6 The licence holder must, upon loss or discovery of Harmful Debris from the facility: 

(a) notify the department within seven Days, outlining the date of discovery, facility 

number, type, size, any identifying information, GPS of last known location, and 

approximate depth; and 

(b) retrieve the Harmful Debris as soon as possible within two months if it may catch 

and/or entangle fish, including marine mammals and other megafauna, unless 

directed otherwise by the department; and 

(c) notify the department within seven Days of any retrieval, including the date of 

retrieval, photographic evidence, facility number, date it was previously lost, type, 

size, if all lost was retrieved, and if not, the number of units retrieved, the estimated 

amount retrieved and the last known position. 

 

9.7 The licence holder must conduct benthic monitoring at the facility in accordance with the 

Aquaculture Activities Regulations.  

 

10. Operation of Vessels 

 

10.1 The Licence Holder must post signage directing all vessels not involved in the cultivation of fish 

to dock at the designated and clearly identified docking station. 

 

10.2 The Licence Holder must monitor and post restricted use signs in those areas where vessels not 

involved in the cultivation of fish are not permitted access. 

 

11. Annual Aquaculture Statistical Report 

 

11.1 On January 25th of each year, the Licence Holder must complete and submit to the Department 

the Annual Aquaculture Statistical Report as set out in Appendix 22 for the previous calendar 

year. 

 

12. Use of Lights 

 

12.1 The Licence Holder may use lights to promote fish growth and alter fish physiology and must 

record the following: 

(a) type of lights used; and 

(b) the intensity of lights used; and 

(c) the number of lights used; and 

(d) dates and times when the lights are used (period of Day; season). 
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12.2 On February 15th of each year, the Licence Holder must submit to the Department annual light 

use reports as defined in Appendix 23, summarizing results from Section 12.1 for the previous 

calendar year if they were used. 

 


