
!

!

!

!

! !

!

!

!

!

!

Active
Pass

Haro
Strait

Boundary  P
ass

Swiftsure
     Bank

La Perouse
Bank

Strait of
Georgia

SALISH

SEA

Barkley
Sound

Howe
Sound

Sooke

Comox

Ucluelet

Nanaimo

Sechelt

Bamfield

Courtenay

Port Alberni

Port
Renfrew

Mayne I.

Pender
Islands

Galiano Island

Saturna
I.

Sheringham
Point

Saltspring
Island

Bonilla
Point

VICTORIA

VANCOUVER

CANADA

USA

Campbell
River

V A N C O U V E R
I S L A N D

Texada
  Island

USA

CANADA

0 40 8020
km

¯

18-1

18-5

18-6

18-4

18-2

18-11

18-9

18-5

29-4

H
a

ro
 S

tra
it

For Illustrative Purposes Only

ECHO Program Initiatives
(Pink Areas)

•  Voluntary large commercial vessel
   slowdown in Haro Strait and
   Boundary Pass.
•  Voluntary route alteration of
   inshore traffic in the Strait of Juan
   de Fuca.
•  Voluntary slowdown for inbound and
   outbound large commercial vessels
   in Swiftsure Bank.

Southern Gulf Islands*

•  Vessel Restricted Zones: No
   fishing or boating (with exceptions) in
   effect from June 1 – November 30, 2025.
•  Area-based fishery closures: No
    recreational or commercial salmon
    fishing in Subarea 18-9 and portions of
    Subareas 18-2, 18-4 and 18-5 in effect
    from July 16 - November 30, 2025
    following first confirmed presence
    of Southern Resident Killer Whales
    during the monitoring period.
 • Voluntary Speed Reduction Zone: When
    safe to do so, slow down vessels to 10
    knots between June 1 and November 30,
    2025.
   *also see inset map

Swiftsure Bank

•  Area-based fishery closures: No
   recreational or commercial salmon
   fishing in portions of Subareas 20-1,
   21-0, 121-1 and 121-2 in effect
   July 15 – October 31, 2025.
•  Speed Restricted Zones:
   Vessel speed limited to no more
   than 10 knots from June 1 -
   November 30, 2025.

Voluntary
• When within 1000m of killer whales:
     -  Stop fishing (Voluntary Fishing Avoidance Zone).
     -  Slow down to 7 knots or less.
• Turn off echosounders and fish finders when not in use.
• Place engine in neutral idle and allow animals to pass
   if your vessel is not in compliance with the approach
   distance regulations.
• Be whale wise and know the rules on both sides of the
   border. Visit: bewhalewise.org.

Keep Your Distance
• 400 m away from killer whales in southern BC
coastal waters (orange area).
• 200 m away from all killer whales in BC, outside
designated 400 m avoidance areas.
• 200 m away from all whales, dolphins
and porpoises when in resting position or with a calf.
• 100 m away from all other whales,
dolphins and porpoises.
• Vessels are prohibited from positioning themselves
in the path of a killer whale.

SOUTHERN GULF ISLANDS
INSET MAP

Mouth of Fraser

•  Area-based fishery closures: No
   recreational or commercial salmon
   fishing in a portion of Subarea 29-3 in
   effect August 1 - September 30, 2025.

Please note, map does not include all fisheries closures in effect.

Traffic Separation Schemes

ECHO Program Large Commercial Vessel
Slowdowns and Route Alteration (Voluntary)

400m Avoidance Distance and Prohibition of
Impeding the Path

Voluntary Speed Reduction Zone

Speed Restricted Zones

Area-Based Fishery Closures

Vessel Restricted Zones
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Juan de Fuca

•  Area-based fishery
   closures: No recreational
   or commercial salmon
   fishing in portions of
   Subareas 20-4 and 20-5
   in effect from August 1 –
   October 31, 2025.
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Overview of 2025 management measures to protect Southern Resident Killer Whales
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